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Shoowa 

Cut-pile velvet of the Kasai 

 
__________________________________ 

Corpus-based asset 

A S S E T  R E C O R D   |   T R A N S L A T I N G  K U B A  R A F F I A  D A T A S E T  
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
M O T I F  A N D  S O U R C E  
Meaning Shoowa names a Kuba subgroup and the textiles it is known for: embroidered 

squares with a clipped, short velvet pile. Widely collected in Europe and often 
catalogued as abstract compositions, their makers were rarely named. 

Source Shoowa subgroup, Kuba Kingdom, Kasai, DRC. Corpus piece. Documented in 
Kinshasa, June 2026. 

 

M A T E R I A L  
Original Raffia cut-pile embroidery on a woven shombo ground, natural and dyed fibre. Small 

square panel. 
Digital Pile modelled as physical height, with fibrous break-up inside the tufts. 

 

D I G I T A L  A S S E T  
Format Seamless parametric PBR material (Base Color, Normal, Roughness, Height, AO). 

Adobe Substance 3D Designer ; tested in CLO3D. 

 

C R E D I T  A N D  R I G H T S  
Credit Shoowa. Shoowa subgroup, Kuba Kingdom. Documented in Kinshasa. Digital 

translation: Nsaka Sandrine NGANGA, KIMA3D. 
Rights The physical piece remains the property of its holder; the motif remains the cultural 

knowledge of its makers and their families. The 3D asset file is not included in this 
dataset and is held within the KIMA3D library. 

Asset page kima3d.com/product/shoowa 

Preview file in this folder: Shoowa_sphere.jpg  ·  Nsaka Sandrine NGANGA, LJMU, 2026 


